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Executive Director’s Report
Brian W. J. LeMay

Multiple leadership transitions are not 
unprecedented. As you recall, four emperors 
ruled the Roman Empire in rapid succession 
during the year 69 AD. Somewhat later, Ger-
many had three Kaisers in the single year of 
1888, and (stay with me here) in 1978 the Vat-
ican had to provide red slippers in three differ-
ent sizes for three different-sized Popes. But 
never before in the entire history of the Ports-
mouth Historical Society have there ever been 
three completely different Executive Directors 
within the space of one year, until 2019. 

It must be acknowledged that one of our Exec-
utive Directors served in an ‘Interim’ capacity, 
but Ellen Fineberg, an experienced nonprofit 
manager, led the organization for the major-
ity of the year, maintaining professional op-
erations and a continuity of leadership, with 
immense aplomb.

Kathleen Soldati, whose remarkable market-
ing skills had raised the profile of the Society 
significantly over the years, had overseen an 
expansion of operations and major programs, 
including the landmark Gertrude Fiske exhibi-
tion. She retired in the spring, after a distin-
guished tenure as Executive Director, and her 
work here will not be forgotten. 

The board and staff members of the Society 

are immensely grateful for the contributions 
and sensitive management of these two be-
loved leaders.

There were several staffing changes during 
2019, including the departure of exhibitions 
head Adam Brooks, who was succeeded by 
Meredith Affleck. Volunteer Manager Mark 
Ankarberg replaced Erika Beer in a smooth 
transition. Our extraordinary curator of the 
Fiske exhibition, Lainey McCartney, also tran-
sitioned into the private sector, while continu-
ing to maintain a close connection to the orga-
nization, including our Collections Committee.

This was also the year during which the Ports-
mouth400 secretariat attained an indepen-
dent existence, after having been nurtured 
and given a working home at the Society for 
several years. Directed by Susan Labrie, Ports-
mouth400 now operates out of the Ports-
mouth Public Library. 

I assumed the role of Executive Director only 
in mid-September, so I can take little credit for 
anything that transpired during much of the 
year, including: the superb New Hampshire 
Folk Art exhibition, organized by our distin-
guished curator Gerald W. R. Ward; the show 
of astonishing photographs by Carl Austin 
Hyatt, coordinated by Meredith Affleck; the 

vastly entertaining ‘Jubilee’ gala, organized by 
our Director of Development Judy Loto and 
her colleague Joyce Tucker, along with the un-
flagging co-chairmanship of board member 
Lynne Joyce; our collaborations with the New 
Hampshire Film Festival and the New Hamp-
shire Pastel Society for their annual programs 
in our galleries; and of course the much-loved 
holiday tradition of our Gingerbread Exhibi-
tion, managed by our longtime visitor services 
coordinator, Robin Albert. 

During my relatively brief time here, though, 
I have come to understand how much differ-
ence could be made by the support and com-
mitment of the Society’s board, especially its 
officers: Chair Dan Hoefle, Vice Chair Martha 
Fuller Clark, Treasurer Heather Ashton, and 
Secretary Pam Yonkin. 

I arrived here after a dozen years at a com-
parable organization in Boston, and after a 
countless number of years at the museums in 
Washington, so many aspects of the Society 
have seemed oddly familiar. But Portsmouth 
is unlike any other city, of course, which is why 
I so look forward to working here with you in 
this wonderful organization—even during 
these uniquely Interesting Times that have 
followed.
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Exhibitions & Programming Committee
Richard M. Candee, chair, and Meredith Affleck

The museum’s main 2019 exhibition in 
the Academy Gallery, “New Hampshire Folk 
Art: By the People, For the People,” opened in 
April and continued until the end of Septem-
ber. Drawn from more than two dozen public 
and private collections throughout the state, 
this exhibition explored a broad range of ar-
tistic expression by everyday New Hampshire 
artisans and artists from the eighteenth to the 
early twenty-first centuries. 

“New Hampshire Folk Art” was curated by 
Gerald W. R. Ward, the Portsmouth Historical 
Society’s consulting curator, assisted by Mere-
dith Affleck and Nina Maurer. Ward also wrote 
and edited a handsome exhibition catalogue 
with photography by Ralph Morang. The cat-
alogue also included selected examples of 
“Contemporary Folk Art,” from a complemen-
tary exhibition organized by the League of NH 
Craftsman that filled the balcony gallery. 

After the New Hampshire Film Festival (Oc-
tober 17–20), the Academy Gallery held the 
annual New Hampshire Pastel Society show, 
followed in December by Robin Albert’s un-
beatable “Gingerbread” exhibition. In 2018, 
this popular event kicked off with exhibits in 
a new category, featuring professional pas-
try-chef entries. In total, the exhibition’s com-

petition featured more than one hundred 
entries, and attracted some 4,500 visitors. 
The exhibition was supported by volunteer 
co-chair Kait Smith, and committee members 
Jude Conway, Eileen Kane, and Alana Parsons.

“From Portsmouth to Peru: 
In Search of Anima Mundi,” 
an exhibition of photographs 
by Carl Austin Hyatt of Ports-
mouth, was displayed in the 
balcony. Hyatt’s large black 
and white geometric ab-
stracts of the Portsmouth Salt 
Piles filled the walls of the 
Special Events Room, where 
he gave a series of informa-
tive talks about his work.

In the fall, a project supported 
by the Portsmouth Rotary al-
lowed us to begin installing 
new glass doors between 
the Academy building and 
the modern addition. These 
doors allow us to help control 
the environmental conditions 
of the exhibition galleries and 
represent a long sought-after 
improvement. 

During the year, our committee included Rich-
ard M. Candee, chair; Brian LeMay, Gerry 
Ward, Meredith Affleck, Jeremy Fogg, Nina 
Maurer, Claire Spollen, Cynthia Novotny, Judy 
Loto, Robin Albert, and Robin Lurie-Mey-
erkopf.

Carl Austin Hyatt

F r o m  P o r t s m o u t h  t o  P e r u :
I n  S e a r c h  o f  A n i m a  M u n d i
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Curatorial / Collections and John Paul Jones House
Gerald W. R. Ward

In 2019, annual attendance at the John Paul 
Jones House was approximately 3,000. Once 
again, Jessica Kliskey served as our house 
manager, keeping the house and grounds in 
order and greeting our visitors from around 
the world, introducing them to the fascinating 
story of John Paul Jones and the house where 
he is thought to have boarded during his visits 
to Portsmouth. Jessica also coordinated the 
annual birthday party for JPJ (as he is known to 
us), where members and visitors were treated 
to birthday cake and an outdoor serenade pro-
vided by Great Bay Sailor. Jude Conway, Lauren 
Gianino, and Staycee Rescigno were our tal-
ented group of interpreters, who carried us 
through the season from Memorial Day to Co-
lumbus Day. Our dedicated volunteers included 
Mary Ellen Maier, Nancy Seesman, and Carolyn 
Absher.

A substantial number of our own holdings 
were featured in our major summer exhibition 
on New Hampshire folk art, organized by the 
curator. Our exhibition entitled “Overlooked 
and Undervalued: Three Centuries of Women’s 
Art from the Seacoast” continued for a second 
year, with a few changes and adjustments. The 

Portsmouth Peace Treaty display, popular with 
our international visitors, was refurbished for 
its fifteenth year. 

The Twilight Tour this season, an event orga-
nized in August by the Portsmouth Historic Sites 
Association, was devoted to the popular topic 
of “Fashion.” In JPJ, our display included men’s 
and women’s costume, shoes, and other ac-
cessories from the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, all with local histories. Displayed in 
the parlor on mannequins and tabletops, these 
objects gave visitors a glimpse at the high styles 
and everyday dress of Portsmouth’s people in 
the past. 

Fifteen donors (listed elsewhere in this report) 
generously enriched our collection this year 
through their gifts of works of art and objects; 
we are grateful to them all. Library materials, 
including books, postcards, and ephemera, 
came from more than a dozen donors. One 
major acquisition was the gift of a Portsmouth 
federal-period sofa. Kimberly Leach provided 
portraits of Benjamin and Mary Cheever of 
Portsmouth, done about 1833 and attributed 
by the art historian Deborah A. Child to Edwin 
Plummer. Two rare Windsor chairs of ca. 1805-

20 attributed to Samuel Gragg were the gift of 
Jenny and Carl Withers; they are branded “W.
FLAGG” for William Flagg, a Portsmouth ship 
owner and captain. We also received the ca. 
1900 wedding dress of Maude Berry Kimball 
Perry, and nineteenth-century stoneware jugs 
made for Portsmouth merchants from Brenda 
Wright and Karyn DeNicola. Our sole purchase 
of the year was a sampler worked by Susan Ann 
Barnes of Portsmouth in 1832, when she was 
thirteen, acquired with funds from the Mer-
rilee Possner bequest.

We were once again glad to share items from 
our collection with other institutions, including 
the Portsmouth Athenaeum, the Moffatt-Ladd 
House and Garden, and the American Indepen-
dence Museum in Exeter.

Susan Ann Barnes, sampler (detail), Portsmouth, 1832.  
Silk, linen.  H. 16 ¼ in., W, 12 in.   Museum purchase 
with funds provided by Merrilee Possner.
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Buildings and Grounds Committee
Reagan Ruedig, chair

The Buildings and Grounds Commit-
tee oversees the historic property at 
43 Middle Street, which includes the 
John Paul Jones House and gardens. 
During 2019, we completed the work 
for which we were awarded an LCHIP 
grant in December 2016. This grant 
included funds for repairing and re-
pointing the foundations on the in-
terior and exterior of the John Paul 
Jones House, as well as for repairing 
and replacing sections of our iconic 
historic fence. John Wastrom and 
his team of masons completed their 
work on the exterior foundation walls 
throughout the spring and summer. 
Jonathan Wyckoff completed re-
pairs on the wood picket fence along 
Middle Street and Porter Street, and 
Upright Fence replaced the deteri-
orated fence along the Rockingham 
(east) side of the garden. 

We were immensely pleased that the 
Portsmouth Rotary generously took 
on the John Paul Jones House as the 
focus of their projects in 2019. Rotar-
ians came during the winter to work 
on repairing and repainting the ceil-
ing and walls of the Treaty Room as 

well as painting other areas inside 
the house. Through the spring and 
summer they came to help repair and 
repaint the fence, work in the garden, 
and dig (and then fill) a trench for 
the foundation masonry work. Each 
workday was filled with enthusiasm, 
hard work, and a generous amount 
of good-natured teasing between the 
volunteers. The Portsmouth Rotary 
was also responsible for installing 
the new glass doors and metal stair 
railings in the Discover Portsmouth 
Center. We are deeply grateful and 
appreciative of their donated time, 
manpower, and funds!

We happily received another Thaxter 
Grant this year to repair a number of 
windows in the barn/ell section of 
the house. Sash and Solder, a local 
window repair company, reglazed and 
repainted all of the windows of the ell 
facing Middle Street, and repaired one 
of the windows in the Treaty Room. 
The Treaty Room itself has received 
a facelift with fresh paint (thanks to 
the Rotary Club), updated panels for 
the exhibition, and improved light-
ing (courtesy of the Japan Society). 

Before, during, and after the cleaning, repair, and painting of the John Paul 

Jones house fence by Portsmouth Rotary volunteers.
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The Third Grade History School Program 
provided a museum experience in the class-
room for approximately eighty third-grade 
students in Portsmouth. The program is free 
and runs at the Dondero, Little Harbour, and 
New Franklin Elementary Schools. As the 
PHS Education Coordinator, I visited each 
third-grade classroom (nine in all) about 
seven times throughout the school year 
for forty-five minute sessions. The stu-
dents learned about Portsmouth history 
through observing artifacts, primary 
documents, photographs, and videos. 
Native Americans, The First Settlement, 
Black Heritage and Enslavement, and 
the Portsmouth Christmas Fires were a 
few of the topics that were covered. The 
students ended the program with a tour 
of the John Paul Jones House and other 
historic homes and sites throughout 
the city. During the spring and summer 
months, family programs gave families 
the opportunity to explore folk art by 
creating their own cloth dolls or par-
ticipating in the Folk Art Young Writers 
Contest. Participants in the Young Writ-
ers Contest wrote a creative piece that 
was inspired by a work of art from the 
exhibition “New Hampshire Folk Art: By 

the People, For the People.” The winners for 
2019 were Jose Sedam (Grades 9-12), Isobel 
Horowitz (grades 6-8), and Maetta Jagen-
tenfl (grades 3-5). The year ended with the 
popular Winter Family Crafts series that ran 
on weekends during the Gingerbread exhi-
bition.

Education
Claire Spollen

The interiors of all of the windows in the house 
received new roller shades, which were purchased 
at a discount through Ian Kaner of Budget Blinds, 
and were paid for with a generous donation from 
Ed Mallon, past president of the Historical Society. 

Our garden manager, Katherine Sullivan, pro-
vided another season of beauty and bloom in the 
grounds. Portsmouth Bike Tours, tenants of the 
Carriage House, had another successful year of 
showing visitors our beautiful city. 

Heating and plumbing have been central issues 
for the John Paul Jones House this year as well. 
One of the two gas-fired furnaces in the basement 
needed to be replaced at the end of the year, while 
the other was being repaired. All work was done 
by J. Golter Plumbing and Heating. We are all very 
grateful to have working heat once again!

Before and after of the foundation repointing work at the 

John Paul Jones House

The fabric doll craft project inspired by the "New Hampshire 

Folk Art" exhibition.
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Portsmouth Marine Society Press
Gerald W. R. Ward

In 2019, the Press issued one title: 
New Hampshire Folk Art: By the 
People, For the People: and Con-
temporary NH Folk Art with the 
League of NH Craftsmen. Publi-
cation 40 in our PMSP series, this 
exhibition catalogue was the first 
work in some thirty years to focus 
solely on the folk art of the Gran-
ite state. It was designed by Susan 
Kress Hamilton of Phineas Press 
in Portsmouth in the same format 
and trim size she had developed 
for several of our recent cata-
logues. The 40-page paperback 
book with French flaps includes 
55 color illustrations, including 
images of masterworks of New 
Hampshire folk art of many kinds 
from public and private collections 
throughout the state, including our 
own. The Society’s early hearth 
rug was featured on the cover. The 
catalogue also includes several 
pieces by contemporary artists 
who belong to the NH League, as 
well as a short statement about 
this important and thriving craft 
organization. In sum, it provides 
a permanent record of our main 

exhibition in the summer of 2019. 

The Press also oversaw the annual 
report for 2018, designed by 
Meredith Affleck, which ran to 
26 pages and contained 19 color 
illustrations. It featured a detail 
of a Gertrude Fiske painting on 
its cover and was distributed to 
members at the annual meeting.

As the year drew to a close, writing, 
editing, photography, and design 
got underway for our anticipated 
2020 publication (now delayed) 
devoted to a major loan exhibition 
of the work of two Boston School 
painters, Alice Ruggles Sohier and 
Frederick A. Bosley, along with a 
corollary show of the reduction 
woodcuts by contemporary Sea-
coast artist Don Gorvett. Text by 
Brian W. J. LeMay, William Brew-
ster Jr., and Richard M. Candee 
has been submitted and edited, 
and photography by Jeremy Fogg 
and others is in hand. Meredith 
Affleck has begun preliminary 
work on a design, so this substan-
tial publication will be ready to hit 
the presses in due course.

Gerald W.R. Ward  & Contemporary NH Folk Art with the League of NH Craftsmen

By the People, 
   For the Peoplet

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
FOLK  ARTt

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
FOLK  ART

Archelas “Archie” Gilbert (1868–1947),  
Spotted Fawn, 1932. 
Carved and painted wood; H. 35½ in., W. 36 in., D. 20 in. 
League of NH Craftsmen. Photo, Charley Freiberg.

www.portsmouthhistory.org
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PORTSMOUTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

New Hampshire Folk Art: 
By the People, For the People 

Contemporary NH Folk Art 
with the League of NH Craftsmen

“New Hampshire Folk Art: By the 
People, For the People” is the first 
major loan exhibition devoted to 
the subject in thirty years. This 
catalogue explores a rich vein of 
popular arts in New Hampshire 
from the eighteenth century to the present. “Folk art” is a broad 
term encompassing many types of artistic expression that lie 
outside the academic tradition of the so-called fine arts. That 
eclecticism is reflected in the many types of objects embraced 
by the term, including portraits, watercolors and drawings, 
elegant calligraphy, landscapes, decoys, rugs and quilts, trade 
signs, wood carvings, powder horns and scrimshaw, fire buckets, 
fanciful carved and painted furniture, and other types of individ-
ualistic and idiosyncratic works of art that are not easily classified. 
Each represents in its own way the fundamental human urge to 
create art, regardless of formal training, and also to embellish the 
artifacts of everyday life, allowing ordinary objects to provide visual 
pleasure and delight through color, patterning, and abstract forms.  

This catalogue includes an introduction by Gerald W.R.Ward, a 
specialist in American decorative arts, sculpture, and material 
life. It also contains a selective catalogue with color images of 
some forty works in the exhibition, including many rarely seen 
objects drawn from public and private collections throughout 
the Granite State.  A companion exhibition, “Contemporary NH 
Folk Art,” features the work of many members of the prestigious 
and venerable League of NH Craftsmen, founded in 1932. These 
talented artists and craftspeople carry on the folk art tradition in 
the twenty-first century. 

 

above: Attributed to John S. Blunt (1798–1835), Firebucket owned by Caleb Currier, 
Portsmouth, ca. 1825. Painted leather; H. 12 in., Diam. 8¼ in. Portsmouth Historical 
Society; Gift of Mrs. Alice Vaughn Johnson.

Gerald W.R. Ward is the 
consulting curator and 
editor of the Portsmouth 
Marine Society Press, 
Portsmouth Historical  
Society; the Katharine 
Lane Weems Senior  
Curator of American  
Decorative Arts and 

Sculpture Emeritus, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; and an adjunct 
faculty member at the Massachusetts College of Art and Design. 
Among his many publications is the introduction to American Folk: 
Folk Art from the Collection of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (2001).

The League of NH Craftsmen, founded in 1932, is one 
of the oldest and most recognized craft organizations in 
the country. For more than eighty-five years, the nonprofit 
League has promoted fine craft, supported craftspeople, 
and educated and enriched New Hampshire’s communities. 
They maintain eight fine crafts Galleries featuring hand-made 
craft and wide-ranging educational programs such as classes, 
demonstrations and workshops that are open to people of 
all ages and skill levels.

Throughout its history, the League has helped craftspeople sell 
their work, hone their skills, and generate income. More than 
750 juried craftspeople produce exceptional contemporary 
and traditional craft in a wide range of media, from baskets and 
pottery to printmaking and wood, from jewelry and quilts to 
photography and, as featured here, contemporary work in the 
folk art tradition. The League is recognized today as one of the 
country’s foremost fine arts organizations, setting the standard 
for fine hand crafts—made in New Hampshire—that are valued 
throughout the United States and around the world for their 
creativity, authenticity, and technical expertise.

above: Maria Emes Joslin (1808–1882), Theorem 2, Dublin, N.H., 1820–30. Stencil 
painting on velvet, with freehand additions; H. 14½ in., W. 24¼ in. Horatio Colony 
House Museum & Nature Preserve. Photo, Anita Carroll-Weldon.

cover design: Susan Kress Hamilton
9 780915 819485

52000
ISBN 978-0-915819-48-5

$20.00

cover image:  
Detail of Hearth rug, Portsmouth, 
1820–40. Wool, silk, linen;  
H. 30 in., W. 78½ in.  
Portsmouth Historical Society. 
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Portsmouth Advocates
Kerry A. Vautrot, Chair

Portsmouth Advocates promotes awareness 
and preservation of the City’s historic re-
sources, both inside and outside of the local 
Historic District. For Portsmouth Advocates, 
2019 was dominated by efforts to “Save Creek 
Farm,” the late nineteenth-century summer 
home of Arthur Astor Carey located on the 
banks of Sagamore Creek. Designed by noted 
Boston architect Alexander Wadsworth Long-
fellow, the house is an outstanding exam-
ple of the summer home movement in New 
Hampshire, and a rare survivor of the artistic 
summer colony at Little Harbor. In early 2019, 
the Society for the Protection of New Hamp-
shire Forests, which owns the property, an-
nounced plans to demolish the historic build-

ing, which is located outside the boundaries of 
the local historic district. For the second time 
in twenty years, Portsmouth Advocates found 
itself defending the Creek Farm from demo-
lition. With a bevy of local and regional ex-
pertise, and grassroots support, Portsmouth 
Advocates formally opposed the demolition 
in front of Portsmouth’s Demolition Review 
Committee, and encouraged the Forest So-
ciety to consider other uses that would have 
preserved the historic building. In June, the 
Forest Society announced that a compatible 
tenant had been identified for the significant 
building, ensuring its continued preservation, 
at least for the near future.

In November, the annual Advocates Awards 
ceremony honored individuals, businesses, 
designers, and property owners for projects 
that enhance the city’s unique historic char-
acter and make Portsmouth a better place to 
live and work. This year’s recipients included: 
• Michael and Peter Labrie, for Restoring 

the Integrity of a Resource, the Congress 
Street Façade of the former YMCA build-
ing

• Blair and Jan McCracken, owners of Tib-
bet’s House, for Continued and Sensitive 
Maintenance of a Historic Property

• Charles Seefried, owner of the Larkin-Rice 

House, and the Fabbrictore Family, own-
ers of 177 State Street, for the Rehabilita-
tion of a Historic Resource

• The Save St. Patrick’s School Team and the 
Wentworth-Gardner Board of Directors, 
for Preservation Planning and Advocacy

• John Schnitzler, who received the Arthur 
J. Gerrier Memorial Award, presented to 
an individual who is committed to serving 
our historic community. Arthur Gerrier 
was a member of the Portsmouth Advo-
cates Board and an outstanding architec-
tural historian.

• Robert Thoresen, who received the John 
Grossman Memorial Award, which recog-
nizes an individual who makes a reality of 
an organization’s mission, and bridges the 
theoretical and the practical. John Gross-
man was a tireless supporter of Ports-
mouth nonprofit institutions and chair of 
Portsmouth Advocates for many years.

• Elizabeth Dinan, who received special rec-
ognition for her noteworthy work within 
our historic community, and for her re-
porting on Creek Farm.

For more information about Portsmouth Ad-
vocates, follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
@portsmouthadvocates.Carey Cottage, at Creek Farm
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Development
Judith Livingston Loto

The year 2019 was a busy year for Portsmouth 
Historical Society’s Development team, com-
posed of Judith Livingston Loto, in her fourth 
year as Director of Development, with the sup-
port of Development Associate Joyce Tucker. 
Rentals Manager Robin Lurie-Meyerkopf as-
sisted with corporate sponsor benefits. In 
addition, the department benefited from the 
outstanding work of several board members 
who worked on the Society’s 2019 fundraising 
initiatives. Special thanks should go to Char-
lie Bickford, Leanne Spees, Patty Cohen, Pam 
Yonkin, Lynne Joyce, and Barbara Trimble for 
their efforts to build and improve major gifts, 
membership, corporate sponsorship, and the 
Jubilee fall fundraiser. 

As in previous years, the Society’s exhibitions 
drove much of the organization’s fundraising 
efforts. With the summer exhibition on NH 
Folk Art, followed by the stunning black and 
white photography of artist Carl Austin Hyatt 
in the fall, and then the annual Gingerbread 
exhibition, thousands of people from near 
and far learned something new about the 
history, arts, and culture of the greater Sea-
coast. Thanks to those visitors, the Society 
inspired 506 memberships over the course of 
the year. In addition, the number of people 
taking advantage of our new Sustaining mem-

bership option tripled in 2019, with sustaining 
members taking advantage of their associated 
North American Reciprocal Museum benefit 
of free or discounted admission at more than 
1,100 museum in North America. In all, more 
than 531 gifts were received in support of the 
organization’s programs and operations. In 
addition, a $20,000 capacity building grant 
from New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, 
and an anonymous $50,000 matching gift, in-
spired a number of donations to the Society’s 
Annual Fund. This critical 
component of the Soci-
ety’s revenues has grown 
over the past few years, 
and will need to continue 
expanding incrementally 
in the future to ensure 
the long-term financial 
health of the organiza-
tion. 

Events remained a pop-
ular development effort, 
and more than eight hun-
dred people attended 
three exhibition open-
ings, several house par-
ties, the annual “John 
Paul Jones Jubilee” fall 

fundraiser, and other smaller major donor/
corporate sponsor gatherings. The Jubilee in-
cluded both silent and live auctions, a wine 
raffle, and a Fund-A-Need effort to support 
universal accessibility at the Discover Ports-
mouth welcome center and Academy Gallery. 
All of these events, and in particular the Jubi-
lee, inspired more than 125 local businesses 
to donate more than $30,000 in food, services 
and gifts, and more than $10,000 was raised 
to improve accessibility.

Winning bidders in the Jubilee auction enjoy a dinner for gourmandes in the 
Academy Gallery.



11

Accessibility also was a key component of the 
Society’s development efforts in the second 
half of the year, and three organizations de-
serve specific mention. First, the second 
phase of necessary upgrades and restoration 
to the John Paul Jones House—foundation re-
pairs, repairs to the fence, improvements to 
grading, interior painting, plaster repairs—
were completed in 2019, thanks to grant 
funding from the Land and Community Her-
itage Program (LCHIP), as well as a substan-
tial donation and volunteer efforts from the 
members of the Rotary Club of Portsmouth. 
Portsmouth Rotary also helped fund upgrades 
for accessibility at the Discover Portsmouth 
welcome center. These included new stair rail-

ings, and—with the help of gifts from Bob and 
Sue Thoresen, Portland Glass, and the 2019 
Fund-A Need donors—two new sets of uni-
versally accessible doors at the entrances to 
each of the exhibition galleries. These doors 
make our exhibition galleries safer, climate 
controlled, and easier to access. Lastly, the 
Society was notified of a successful applica-
tion for an Arts Conservation License Plate 
(“Mooseplate”) Grant, courtesy of the New 
Hampshire Council on the Arts, to update and 
renovate the fifty-year-old restrooms at the 
welcome center. These funds, combined with 
Federal funding from a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) provided by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (HUD), were co-managed by the Soci-
ety, the City of Portsmouth's Community De-
velopment Department, and its Department 
of Public Works. (This major renovation was 
completed during the first months of 2020, 
when our facilities were temporarily closed 
for the season.)

The Development department would like to 
acknowledge with gratitude everyone who 
helps keep the funding wheels at Portsmouth 
Historical Society turning, including staff, vol-
unteers, Board members, donors, members, 
and everyone who visits, shares our informa-
tion, and brings their friends and family to see 
our exhibitions and attend our programs. We 
literally couldn’t do it without you. Thank you!

Past Portsmouth Rotary president Cleo Villaflores and current 
president Leo Gagnon at the new doors on the second floor.

Standing room only for the 2019 Jubilee auction
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Walking Tours, Event Rentals, & 
Facilities Management
Robin Lurie-Meyerkopf

Our successful walking tours program contin-
ued to grow in the number customers served 
and the income received. In 2019, we ex-
tended the season a bit by starting on May 
1 and ending on October 31, serving 1,691 
guests, an increase of 460 guests (37 percent) 
over the prior year. Our walking tour guides 
from 2018 all returned in 2019, providing a 
degree of continuity that is a strength of the 
program. We were grateful to receive $5,500 
in sponsorships, which helped us 
develop and print our rack cards. 
These useful cards were dis-
tributed all over the state, at its 
highway rest areas, with the help 
of White Mountain Attractions. 
Customers and guides praise our 
audio system, which provides 
each participant with a headset. 
As in 2018, our private tour book-
ings continued to grow, serving 
166 participants this year. 

Event rentals have stayed about 
the same in number for the past 
couple of years, but continue 
to be a good revenue source for 

our organization. We worked with a number 
of nonprofit and other institutions, including 
the New Hampshire Film Festival, the Pastel 
Society of New Hampshire, the Chamber 
Collaborative, the Southeast Land Trust, the 
Seacoast LBGTQ History Project, Mardin Cap-
ital, Camden National Bank, and the City of 
Portsmouth. We also hosted the first annual 
New Hampshire Nurse Anesthesiologist Con-
ference. The rentals program works closely 

with the Society’s exhibitions and program-
ming committee to schedule and host many 
lectures and workshops with area artists and 
authors. These events are well attended and 
especially appreciated by our membership.

Facilities management faced several chal-
lenges this year. Our aging and antiquated 
HVAC system at 10 Middle Street continued 
to be an issue, and an evaluation was done to 
explore possible energy efficiencies. 

The most significant news of the year was 
the initiation of the long-awaited project to 
upgrade the restrooms at the Discover Ports-
mouth Welcome Center. The public restrooms 
are universally-accessible thanks to a major 
renovation project that was co-managed by 
the City of Portsmouth’s Community Devel-
opment Department and its Department of 
Public Works, using Federal funding from a 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
provided by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD). This project 
was also supported in part by a grant from the 
New Hampshire State Council on the Arts & 
the Arts Conservation "Mooseplate" License 
Plate Program.

Walking Tour Guide Lauren Gianino making good use of the new audio 
system
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Welcome Center & 
Museum Shop
Robin Albert

In 2019, the Welcome Center once again 
greeted approximately 40,000 visitors. 
The front desk staff was always on hand 
to support the museum shop, sell mem-
berships, accept donations, fulfill mail 
orders, complete gallery art sales, pro-
vide information to callers, and take reg-
istrations for walking tours, personalized 
tours, events, and lectures.

Trained volunteers and front desk 
staff welcomed visitors from 
throughout the United States 
and across the world. Visitors 
were provided with informa-
tion about all our Portsmouth 
Historical Society offerings, in-
cluding the John Paul Jones 
House, interesting items in our 
museum shop, walking tours, 
and our exhibitions and public 
programs. Many visitors took 
advantage of the short film that 
offers them a quick introduction 
to Portsmouth history. The staff 
also directed visitors to other 
sites operated by the Ports-

mouth Historic Sites Association, the Af-
rican Burying Ground, the Seacoast Afri-
can American Cultural Center, and other 
cultural sites and activities in the area. 
Many visitors, of course, are interested 
in restaurant and lodging suggestions, 
which we also provided, along with an 
individualized map. Whenever possible, 
volunteers and staff reminded visitors 
that our exhibitions are free, and that 
donations are thus greatly appreciated.

Volunteer Program
Mark Ankarberg

Our volunteers play an important and much appreciated 
role in promoting our vision to illuminate Portsmouth’s 
cultural heritage.  The volunteers set the tone and tenor 
for our visitors’ engagement with our institution and, in 
many cases, for their experience of Portsmouth in general.

Volunteers at the Portsmouth Historical Society serve on a 
part-time, seasonal basis.  They are essential to our work, 
and fulfill a wide range of responsibilities including greet-
ing visitors in a friendly, professional manner and directing 
those visitors to cultural resources in Portsmouth and the 
surrounding area.  They gather and disseminate informa-
tion on events happening daily and weekly in Portsmouth, 
at historic houses and sites, theaters, galleries, and else-
where.  One key role is to provide information about our 
current art exhibitions in the Academy Gallery and to oc-
casionally conduct tours of the exhibitions, in addition to 
providing assistance at the John Paul Jones House during 
the summer.  Concurrently, they help promote the Sea-
coast African American Cultural Center housed under our 
roof.  Throughout the year, volunteers assist with many ac-
tivities, none more important, perhaps, than hosting spe-
cial events such as our exhibition openings, the annual Ju-
bilee, the John Paul Jones birthday observance, Art ‘Round 
Town, and other festive occasions that they make happen.

This past year, our volunteers (listed individually else-
where in this report) contributed more than five hundred 
hours of service to our organization.  We are very proud 
and appreciative of their time and efforts in helping us to 
achieve the mission of the Portsmouth Historical Society.

A young volunteer offers hors d'oeuvres to a guest at the 
"Folk Art" opening reception.
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Balance Sheet Comparison
Portsmouth Historical Society

BALANCE SHEET COMPARISON
As of December 31, 2019

Cash Basis  Sunday, June 21, 2020 02:59 PM GMT-04:00   1/2

TOTAL

AS OF DEC 31, 2019 AS OF DEC 31, 2018 (PY)

ASSETS

Current Assets

Bank Accounts

1000 TD Bank Checking 0.00 24,633.16

1001 TD Bank Capital Account 0.00 314.16

1007 Portsmouth 400 0.00 9,004.48

1060 TD Board Reserves Checking 0.00 66,553.58

1071 Provident Checking Account 7,388.21

1072 Provident Restricted - Needlepoint 30,443.67

1073 Provident Bank JPJ Account 1,307.94

1076 Portsmouth Advocates 500.00

TToottaall  BBaannkk  AAccccoouunnttss $$3399,,663399..8822 $$110000,,550055..3388

Other Current Assets

1030 Petty Cash 550.00 400.00

12100 Inventory Asset 14,170.30 16,707.25

Pledges Receivable 15,500.00

TToottaall  OOtthheerr  CCuurrrreenntt  AAsssseettss $$3300,,222200..3300 $$1177,,110077..2255

TToottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  AAsssseettss $$6699,,886600..1122 $$111177,,661122..6633

Fixed Assets

1050 Land 192,000.00 192,000.00

1051 Buildings-JPJ 242,444.55 242,444.55

1052 Building Improvements-JPJ 156,081.23 152,231.23

1058 Leasehold Improvemets-DPC 26,184.71 24,329.41

1059 Accumulated Depreciation-JPJ -499,215.39 -495,278.95

1061 Visitor Center Improvements 1,280,204.81 1,280,204.81

1062 Accum. Deprec - Visitor Center -247,754.02 -214,378.02

1065 Construction in Progress 9,485.00 9,485.00

TToottaall  FFiixxeedd  AAsssseettss $$11,,115599,,443300..8899 $$11,,119911,,003388..0033

TTOOTTAALL  AASSSSEETTSS $$11,,222299,,229911..0011 $$11,,330088,,665500..6666
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Portsmouth Historical Society
PROFIT AND LOSS COMPARISON

January - December 2019

Cash Basis  Sunday, June 21, 2020 02:31 PM GMT-04:00   1/1

TOTAL

JAN - DEC 2019 JAN - DEC 2018 (PY)

Income

4100 Contributions and Grants

4110 Membership 23,847.75 37,418.51

4115 Annual Appeal 35,801.45 46,318.25

4140 NHCF Endowment Income 4,534.81 4,470.34

4161 Corporate Sponsorships 4466,,887744..0000 4433,,990022..0000

4165 Donations-Indiv (Unrestricted) 168,501.61 216,017.41

4166 Donations-Indiv (Restricted) 5533,,443388..4422 5522,,335500..0000

4167 Grants (Unrestricted) 20,000.00 20,000.00

4168 Grants (Restricted) 22,,000000..0000 44,,440000..0000

4180 Fundraising Events 4488,,663333..6666 4455,,114455..6699

4190 Grants (City of Portsmouth 400 Campaign) 5,050.00 43,000.07

TToottaall  44110000  CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  aanndd  GGrraannttss 440088,,668811..7700 551133,,002222..2277

4200 Programs 4422,,118844..8822 5544,,447799..5544

4280 Museum Shop Income 9988,,334400..5599 113333,,445533..5599

4300 Other Income 5599,,669911..6688 6666,,886699..4444

4500 Capital Funds Income Account 55,,770000..0000 88,,225500..0000

4999 In Kind Rent 10,833.00 10,833.00

TToottaall  IInnccoommee $$662255,,443311..7799 $$778866,,990077..8844

GROSS PROFIT $$662255,,443311..7799 $$778866,,990077..8844

Expenses

5100 Administration 6622,,113366..8822 5533,,557744..3399

5200 Program 4477,,554477..7777 8877,,449911..0066

5280 Museum Shop Expense 3311,,992266..9999 4444,,551122..0011

5300 Building Expense 111144,,778866..6600 110044,,779955..0088

5588 Miscellaneous 7.95

5700 Staff 333311,,114466..8866 339966,,114422..1133

5750 Other Services 1122,,227722..5500 1111,,222222..0000

5780 Debt Service Interest 22,,880000..1100 33,,882299..1111

5900 Depreciation-JPJ 3,936.44 3,936.44

5901 Depreciation- Visitor Center 33,376.00 33,376.00

6000 Rent Expense 10,833.00 10,833.00

TToottaall  EExxppeennsseess $$665500,,776633..0088 $$774499,,771199..1177

NET OPERATING INCOME $$  --2255,,333311..2299 $$3377,,118888..6677

NET INCOME $$  --2255,,333311..2299 $$3377,,118888..6677
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Donors to the collection, Library and Archives

Donors to the Collection

Family of Charles W. Abbott

Richard M. Candee

Ruth Abbott Carley

Robert Chase

Karyn DeNicola in memory of Kathleen and 
Floyd A. DeNicola

Maureen Kalfas

Tom Kaufhold

Kimberly Leach

Estate of Edward and Florence Morison

Scott Norman

Pejepscot Historical Society, Brunswick, 
Maine

Keith Searles

Jenny and Carl Withers

Brenda J. Wright

and an anonymous donor

Donors to the Library and Archives

Exeter Public Library

Sherry Behrends

Richard M. Candee

Robert F. Hendrickson

Joanne McLaughlin

Mildred McLaughlin

Naval Institute Press

Jonella K. Roundtree

Alvin Schaut

United States Coast Guard Academy Library

Alice Engel and Ernie Waldman

Barbara McLean Ward and Gerald W.R. Ward

and several anonymous donors

Samuel Gragg (1772–1855), Windsor chair (one of a 
pair), Boston, 1805-20.  Maple, oak, white pine.  H. 34 
in., W. 19 ¼ in., D. 16 in.  Gift of Jenny and Carl Withers.  
Owned originally by William Flagg (1770–1844) of 
Portsmouth.
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James Affleck & Diane Fagan Affleck
Gillian Aguilar
Ed Ahmed
Robin Albert & Wayne Lehman
Kimberly Alexander
Stephen Alie
Tim Allison
Robert & Kathryn Andelman
Mark Anderson & Robin Silva
Mark Ankarberg
Richard & April Antal
Ellisa Arbogast
Julian Armstrong
Helen Astle
Reg & Rebecca Audet
Cheri Bach
Patricia Bagley
Kristi Barker
Rebecca Barron
Karen Battles & James Shanley
Galen Beale
Andre Beaupre
Marjorie Beck
Steve & Liz Bedard
Matthew Beebe & Barbara Jenny
Jeremy Bell
Ellen Bennett & David Byer
Mark & Deborah Berman
J.D. Bernardy
Helen Betz
Heath Bingham
Meg Bishop
John Bohenko
Kate R. Brady
Francis & Judy Breen
Jill Breneman
Paula Bruno
Vanessa Burns 
Irene & John Bush
Hope Zanes Butterworth

Stephanie Campbell
Heather Campbell- Hussey 
Dr. Thomas Candee & Ms. Sue Peterson
J & V Carapella
William & Judith Castle
Jay Caturia
Ed & Janet Caylor 
James Cerny
Jack & Dee Dee Chambers
Linda Cheatham
Deborah & Thomas Child
Carol & Stanley Chrest
Joan Christy
Pamela & Thomas Clairmont, M.D.
David & Judith Clark
Veda Clark
Charles & Sandy Cluthe
Alan & Ellen Cohen
Neva Cole
Robert Commins
Rachel Connell
Judith Conway
Karen Bowden Cooper & John Cooper
Jane Copp
James & Katie Craig
Raymond Croteau
Gillian Cusack
Pat & Harlan Cutshall
Judy Dandison
Dianne & James Dean
Mary DeBerry
Joosje Deriuter
Mary DeSalvo
Janette Desmond
Linda & Ralph DiBernardo
Elizabeth Dinan
Maris DiTolla
Phillip & Linda Drew
Gail Drobnyk
R. David Drucker

Patricia Dubois
Dudley Dudley
Jenny Duncan
Madelyn Duzinski
Lorraine Eastwick & John Haskell
Robert & Heidi Ely
Fred & Barbara Engelbach
Rose Eppard
Diane & Fred Falten
Diana Faust
Julie & Chris Fehrnstrom
John Ferguson
Barry & Suzanne Foley
Katie Fontana
Dennie Foss
Eric Foster
Barbara Franzoso & Bob LeGros
Linda Casinghino Freeman
Hope Fridy
Felice Fullam
Greg Gathers
Janice George
Helen Gettelman
Beth Gilbert
Elizabeth Gilbert
Jane & Jerry Gnazzo
David Gobbi
Russ & Karen Goldberger
Steven Goldthwaite
Cleone Graham
Richard David Grossman
Jaci Grote & Richard Furber
Dr. William & Sylvia Gunn
Dave Hadwin
Elizabeth Hall
Dona Hamilton
Nancy Hammond
Jenny Harrison
Robyne Harrison 
Cynthia & Michael Hart

Ann Hartman
Michael & Cynthia Harvell
Shawna Healy
Terence Hines
David Hodgen
Margaret & Kevin Hodges
Tom Holowach
Jeff Hopper
Darcy Horgan
Linda Hornyak-Grieve
Isobel Horowitz
Joshua Hrehovcik
Bill Hurley 
Rod & Linda Hurst
Carol Johnson & David Chute
Fay Kandarian & William Lipp
Jean Kane
Pam Adams Katz & Arieh Katz
Susan Kaufmann
Phil Kendrick & Simone Masse
Bruce Kimball
Leon Kish
Tracy Kozak
Robert Kozman
Sheldon & Elaine Krasker
Michael Kucsma
Thomas LaBerge
Betty La Branche
Kerry Lajoie 
Johanna Landis
Suzanne Laurent
Judith & Andrew Layton
Frances Lebel
Joel Lefever & Janet Blyberg
Carol Levy
Roberta Lew
Ralph Lincoln
George & Dixie Littlefield
Pat Lonergan
Annie Loomis

Individual Donors

Friends & Family
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Mark Looney & Mary Anne Staniszewski
Brad Lown & Christyn Sieve
Kim Lyng
Douglas Lyon
Daniel Lyons
Johanna Lyons
Richard & Joan Lyons
Duncan MacCallum
Janet MacKay
Charles & Janet Maday
Bart Maderios
John & Skye Maher
Jennifer & Kevin Maley
Patricia Mansfield
Sylvia Marple
John & Catherine Marr
Marguerite Mathews 
Nina Maurer
Landya McCafferty
William McCarthy
Maryse McConnell
Blair & Janet McCracken
Joanne McDonough
Allen McGee 
Ann McKee
Christina Melzar
Greg Miller
Richard Minnick
Rebecca Mitchell & Ben Harris
Lynne Monroe & Frank Whittemore
Hap Moore
Lorraine Morong
Tina Morris
Joseph & Nancy Mulqueen
Peggy Murray
Debbie Needleman
Sarah Newick
Cynthia Novotny
Richard & Jane Nylander
Mikel O'Brien
Susan B. O'Brien
Darlene Furbush Ouellett
John & Mary Pappas
Monika Parker
Vicky Parker & Greg Estey
Ted Parrot
Ellen & Walter Patton
Fred Perry

Matt Perry
Caleb Peterson 
Charlotte Phelps
Joel & Jan Phelps
Susan Philbrick & Peter Wissel
Dean Plager
Noreen Polus 
Benjamin & Barbara Porter
Barbara Posnansky
Sherman & Catherine Pridham
Adele & Fred Pulitzer
Patricia Reed
Sam Reid
Barbara Renner
Peter Rice
Ellen Rigatti
Dennis Robinson
Elizabeth Robinson
Valerie Rochon & Douglas Barry
Ruthanne Rogers
Rhonda Rohrabacher
Ben & Andrea St. Jean
Elizabeth & Vaughan Sanborn
David & Eleonore Sanderson
Greg Schweitzer
John W. Seavey
Josie Sedam
Monique Shevlin
Diane Silva
Robin Silva
Nancy Slater
Caroline & Andrew Sloat
Richard Smith
Stacey Smith
Robert Snover & Darcy Davidson
Paul Sorli 
Pat Spalding
Shaylee Sparks
Claire Spollen 
Michael Stasiuk
Hunter Stetz
Phyllis Stibler
Cynthia Stifter
Carl & Linda Strawbridge
Robert & Ann Swan
Linda Swiniuch
MaryGail Sycamore
Donna Tamaroff

Mary Tate
Wes Tator
Dr. John Taylor & Rebecca Brewster-Taylor
Kathryn & Kenneth Taylor
April Telles
Tina Trevino
Alison G. Tucker
David Underhill
Bill and Elizabeth Valway
Andree Van Oss
Sherry Vellucci
Jeff Warner 
David Watters & Janice Alberghene
Peter Weeks
Bill Wells & Arlene Hill
Eric Weinrieb
Charles Wemyss
Nancy Wheaton-Modern
Jennifer Widmark
Bill & Amey Wieting 
Suzanne Wilkins
Mark Willis
Matthew & Michelle Wirth
Peggy Wishart
Mara Witzling
Elaine & Roger Wood 
Philip & Ursula Wright
Jonathan & Joann Wyckoff
Molly Yarrington
Gary & Sylvia Yeaton
Philip Zea & Elizabeth Barnes Zea
Robert Zimman

Supporter
Randy & Carolyn Absher
Minday Anderson 
Jim & Tudor Austin
William & Susan Bank
Karin & Stephen Barndollar
Curt Bessette & Jenn Kurtz
Penny Brewster
Barbara & Art Bruinooge
Pat Brunette & Robert Davis
Giff Burnap 
Karen & Thomas Carpenter
Lawrence & Beatrice Cataldo

Mark & Deborah Chag, Sr.
Patience & Tom Chamberlin
Birgit Christiansen & Patrick Malloy 
Wendy Clement
Nancy Euchner Corzatt 
Bernard Curran
Iain Cutter
Natalie DeCristofaro
Robert Dempsey
Sandra & Gregory DeSisto
Ronan Donohoe
Karen Duddy
Heidi Duncanson
Susan Durling
David & Sally Falck
Margaux French
Elaine Xenelis Fuller 
James & Donna-Belle Garvin
Alan Gold
Michael Guyre 
Jason Hackler
Joan & Glenn Hammond
Patricia Burke & Robert Walsh Hickey, M.D.
Raymond Hirschkop
Aaron Jones
Maggie Kennedy
Carol & P. Michael Lahan 
Peter Lamb & Faith Harrington
Fred & Susan Lewis
Patricia Lynch
Peg & Terry MacDonald
William MacRostie
David & Lainey McCartney
Paul & Jessica McKeon
Peter Middleton
Judy Miller & Arthur Carakatsane
Chi & Lourdes Mo
Michaela Neiro
Steve Pandoukes
Josh Pierce
Jim Poole
Laura Pope & John Schnitzler
John & Joan Rice
Linda Roth
Carolyn Roy
Kerry Rubinstein
Stephanie Seacord
Mitchell Shuldman & Diane Schaefer
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Sally Smyser 
Lucinda Spaney
Bruce & Betsy Stefany
Dick Stott & Christopher Dowd
Vernon Stump
Dorothy Taylor
Elaine Tefft
Jeffrey & Corky Thomson
Marjorie Thorpe
Elizabeth Tomkins 
Renee & Larry Vannata
Joan Waldron
Christopher & Alice White
Judy Wilbur-Albertson
Diane Woods

Contributor
Joel Bassett
David & Nancy Borden
Lorn & Rosalie Buxton
Richard Clyborne
Howard & Phyllis Crosby
Jim Cullen
Lyman & Diana Delano 
Aileen Dugan
Bernard & Christina Faulkner
Robert & Elizabeth Field
CJ Fleck
Jay & Mary-Pat Gibson
Cheryl Lee & John Gilbert
Nicole Gregg
Katherine Gunter
Mary Ellen & Walter Hoerman
Jeffrey & Dolores Ives
Judy Jellinek
Mike & Patty Kennedy 
Peter Labrie
Kevin Lafond
Jane & Ben Lannon
Glenn Mackles
Peter Michaud & Paul Chung
Anne B. & Robert C. Miller
Nancy Morgan

Kate & David Murray
David Panek & Barbara Van Buskirk 
John Pendleton & Betsy Carruthers
David Pratt
Peter & Judith Randall
Justin Rivlin
Lee & Rodney Roberts
Barbara Sadick 
Susanna Schweizer
Elizabeth Stafford
Michael Thiel & Gail Richard
Mariah Vietri
Richard & Sandra Walent
Joe Watts 
Claudia Wilbur
Julia & Martin Wybourne
Pamela Yonkin

Benefactor
Ted Alex & Cynthia Bishop-Alex
Anthony Blenkinsop & Jessica Rizzo 
Mary & Joe Boucher
David & Elizabeth Choate 
Patricia & Lance Day-Lollini 
Joseph Distefano
Charles Doleac
M. Christine Dwyer
Bill & Annelise Ellison
Carolann Fenton
Bette & Dave Fitts
Jameson & Priscilla French
Justin Gamester
Christine Glazer
Nathan & Helen Hazen
John & Joan Henderson
Tony Jalbert
Peter & Vanessa McElroy
Rick & Robin Meyerkopf
David Meyers
Inge Milde
Tod & Vicki O'Dowd
Grace Peirce
Anne Pinciaro

Margaret Rhinelander
Steve & Julia Roberts 
Linda & Michael Sartorelli
Gayle Sawtelle
David A. Taylor
Barbara Trimble
Kerry Vautrot
Barbara McLean Ward & Gerald W.R. Ward
Katie & Doug Wheeler
Robert White & Karen Bannon
Anthony Wilson 
Larry Yerdon
Susan Zuckert

Patron
Cheryl Andrews
Heather Ashton & Jacki Pepin
Michael Berounsky, Jr.
John Blalock 
Melanie Bunker
William & Linda Ceruzzi
Sharon Churchill
Denis Cloutier
Burt & Patty Cohen
Carrie DiGeorge
Aileen Dugan 
Pauline Elkin
Steve Fletcher
Mark & Sally Fodero
Todd Hudson
Nancy Jackson
R.J Joyce
Shawn & Lynne Joyce
Tom McCarron & Terri Harmon
Beth Jefferson
Kearn & Nancy Knowles
Jill & Matthew McFarland
Paul and Jessica McKeon
David McPherson
Joshua Parison 
Christine Peete
Karen B. Possner
Warren Purdy & Leanne Spees 

Virginia Richard
Jim & Ann Rickards
Reagan & Adam Ruedig
Bill & Mary Schleyer
Elizabeth Small
Barbara Sweet 
Barbara Trimble & Bob Chaffee

Champion
Peter Bergh & Janet Prince
Charles & Barbara Bickford
William & Dr. Arlene Brewster
Richard M. Candee 
Thomas Driscoll
Craig Jewett
Ian Kaner
John Kocak
Peter & Nancy Loughlin
Diane & Jack McGee, Jr.
Thomas McGovern & Helen Crowe
Denise Poulos
Steven Silberberg
Karen Verity

Steward
Ben Auger
Ellen Fineberg & Vincent Lombardi
C. Dennis Fink
Jeff & NellAnn Hiatt
Joseph MacDonald Family

Sustainer
Martha Fuller Clark & Geoffrey E. Clark
Timothy & Mary Ann Driscoll
Daniel & Eve Hoefle
Edward & Fran Mallon
Robert & Susan Thoresen

We apologize for any omissions or errors in these lists.  Please contact us to note corrections.  Thank you.
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Corporate Sponsors, Nonprofit Partners, 
and Institutional Grants

Up to $124
Alie Jewelers
Altus Engineering, Inc.
Beach Plum 
Bending Bodhi Yoga
Bowl-o-Rama Family Fun Center
Bubby's Deli
Buff and File Bar
Cafe Espresso
Children's Museum of New Hampshire
DA Box by White Box Jewelers
Don't Tell Comedy
Elements Massage
Flatbread Company
Flower Kiosk
G. Willikers
Hazel Boutique
The Ice House
Infinite Imaging
Isles of Shoals Steamship Company
Izzy's Premium Frozen Yogurt & Ice Cream
Janegee
Joya Beauty
Kane Company
LeRoux Kitchen
Let's Glow Sunless Tanning and Boutique
Making Faces 
Pontine Theatre
Portsmouth Gas Light Company
Rub
Signature Escrow and Title Services
Solari Salon and Spa 
Sunshine Sweets, LLC dba Kilwins
Tate and Foss Sotheby’s International
The Warner House Association
West End Skin Care
The Wilder

$125–$249

Audio Events
Butternut Farm
Ceres Bakery
Danforth Pewter
Flote
Granite State Whale Watch
IBM Corporation Matching Grants Program
Kennedy Studios
Land and Community Heritage Investment 
Program
Mission Portsmouth 
MoJo BBQ Grill and Tavern 
Papa Wheelies Portsmouth
Port City Mopeds
Portland Symphony Orchestra
Puttin on the Glitz
Red Door Pottery
Seacoast Repertory Theatre
Seacoast Science Center
Joan S. Waldron Family Trust

$250–$499

Atlantic Grill
Brick & Barn
Gundalow Company
Nancy Morgan Art
The River House Restaurant
Serendipity Studios
Star Island Corporation

$500–$999

J. Clifton Avery Insurance
AW Plastic Surgery
Boynton, Waldron, Doleac, Woodman, and Scott, PA
Louis F. Clarizio, DDS PA
Colliers International
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Piscataqua Landscaping
Portsmouth Advocates
Tarbell Charitable Trust
Tate and Foss Sotheby's International Realty

$1,000–$2,499

Bangor Savings Bank
Ben's Auto Body
The Carriage House
CSNH
Cummings, Lamont & McNamee, P.A.
Extended Family
Great Waters Music Festival
The Market Square Group—Morgan Stanley 
The Music Hall
Old Ferry Landing
Piscataqua Savings Bank
R.M. Davis
Red Post Realty
The Richard Foundation
Skinner, Inc.
Southport Printing
State Farm Agency
Rosamond Thaxter Foundation
Walmart Foundation

$2,500–$4,999
92.5 The River c/o Beanpot Broadcasting
Ashton & Company, PA
The John Bickford Foundation 
Bigelow & Company
Budget Blinds of the Seacoast
Devine, Millimet & Branch Professional Association
Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC
Jewett Construction Co., Inc.
Kennebunk Savings Bank
Newburyport Bank
Sash and Solder
Strawbery Banke Museum
The Westerly, LLC

$5,000–$9,999
Auger Building Company
Performance Business Solutions

$10,000+
Eastern Salt Company
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
New Hampshire State Council on the Arts
Newburyport Savings Bank
Rotary Club of Portsmouth
Schwab Charitable

We apologize for any omissions or errors in these lists.  Please contact us to note corrections. Thank you.
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Portsmouth Advocates Volunteers

Carolyn Absher

Randy Absher

Stephanie Campbell

Paul Caswell

Paula Chalfin

Alan Cohen

Ellen Cohen

Judith Conway

Bob Cook

Joe Distefano

Madlyn Duzinski

Lauren Gianino

Ken Goldman

Jeremy Fogg

Kelsey Kerr

Linda King

Rick Lang

Larry Lariviere

Phil Lefebvre

Roberta Lew

Fred Lewis

Mary Ellen Maier

Nina Maurer

Lainey McCartney

Joshua Moore

Barbara Sadick

Elizabeth Sanborn

Jonathan Sandberg

Nancy Seesman

Christine Stacey

Gordon Stone

Linda Szabo

Jeffrey Thomson

Sandy Walent

Barbara McLean Ward

Jon Wennberg

Ann Wissink

Kerry Vautrot, Chair

Richard M. Candee

Martha Fuller Clark 

Charles Doleac

Mark Gianniny

Tracy Kozak

Peter Michaud

Gregg Schroeder

Barbara McLean Ward

Gerald W.R. Ward

Roslyn Weems

Robert White

Portsmouth Advocates at Creek Farm
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Board of Trustees
(as of December, 2019)

Dan Hoefle, President
Martha Fuller Clark, Vice President
Pamela Yonkin, Secretary
Heather Ashton, Treasurer

Charles Bickford
Anthony Blenkinsop
Richard M. Candee
Tim Driscoll
Lynne Joyce
Ed Mallon
Peter Michaud
Michaela Neiro
Reagan Ruedig
Patty Scholz-Cohen
Leanne Spees
Barbara Trimble

Staff
(as of December, 2019)

Brian W.J. LeMay, Executive Director

Meredith Affleck, Manager, Exhibitions and Programming

Robin Albert, Welcome Center Coordinator

Mark Ankarberg, Volunteer Manager

Chris Delew, Director of Finance

Annelise Ellison, Welcome Center Shop Associate

Jessica Kliskey, Manager, John Paul Jones House

Judith Livingston Loto, Director of Development

Robin Lurie-Meyerkopf, Walking Tours, Event Rentals, & 
Facilities Manager 

Cynthia Novotny, Museum Shop Manager

Staycee Rescigno, Welcome Center Shop Associate

Wendy Rolfe, Office Manager

Daphne Schwab, Director of Marketing

Joyce Tucker, Development Associate and Membership 
Coordinator

Claire Spollen, Education Coordinator

Gerald W.R. Ward, Curator and Editor

John Paul Jones House Seasonal Staff

Jude Conway, Guide
Lauren Gianino, Guide

Board president Dan Hoefle power-
washing the JPJ fence

Thursday morning staff meetings in the pre-Zoom era.
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